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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

GDOE GRADUATION RATE INCREASES WHILE DROPOUT RATE REMAINS LOW 
  

The graduation rate at the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) has reached an eight-year 

high, as the department's dropout rate remains low. 

 

The department's graduation rate increased by 2.5% over the past year, growing from 82% in 

School Year (SY) 2016-2017 to 84.5% in SY 17-18. The graduation rate also increased by 

15.5% from seven years ago. It was at 69% in SY 10-11. 

 

GDOE exceeded its State Strategic Plan goal of reaching an 80% graduation rate by 2020 in SY 

16-17, and continues to surpass the 2020 target. 

 

“We are excited to see that more students are graduating and moving on to pursue college and 

career opportunities,” GDOE Superintendent Jon Fernandez said. “Obtaining a high school 

diploma is a foundational step that will help our students pursue their goals after high school, 

whether it be entering a college or university, or venturing into the world of work” 

 

In addition, the GDOE dropout rate continues to remain low. In SY 16-17 the dropout rate was 

2.4%, compared to 2.6% in SY 17-18. 

 

GDOE has implemented various programs aimed at keeping students on the road to graduation, 

including the freshman academy models at George Washington High School, Southern High 

School, and John F. Kennedy High School. These freshmen academy programs provide 

additional supports to 9th grade students in an effort to prevent students from falling behind in 

freshman year.  

 

Additionally, GDOE’s Student Support Services Division has been monitoring at-risk students in 

the early years of high school and providing supports to guide students toward graduation, 

including through behavioral interventions and supports.  

 

Summer school, Eskuelan Puengi, and the credit recovery program at J.P. Torres Success 

Academy are additional resources that allow youth stay on track to graduate. 

 

The department continues to promote college and career readiness by expanding career and 

technical education courses, discussing the college admissions process with students sooner and 



more frequently through college fairs, and partnering with the Guam Community College, 

University of Guam and business community to help bridge the gap between college and career.  

 

GDOE has also been aligning curriculum and expectations across schools, increasing the quality 

of classroom instruction in all content areas, and promoting the use of formative assessment 

strategies and standards-based grading in all classrooms.  

 

For more information about GDOE graduation and dropout rates as well as numbers specific to 

each high school, see the Annual State of Public Education Report, which will be published on 

the GDOE website on October 30, 2018. 
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