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December 4, 2017 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

GDOE GRADUATION RATE INCREASES WHILE DROPOUT RATE DECLINES 
 

The graduation rate at the Guam Department of Education has reached a seven-year high, as the 

department's dropout rate continues to decline. 

The department's graduation rate increased by 3% over the past year, growing from 79% in 

School Year 2015-2016 to 82% in SY 16-17. The graduation rate also increased by 13% from six 

years ago. It was at 69% in SY 10-11. 

In the most recent school year, GDOE also reached and exceeded the State Strategic Plan 

graduation rate goal for 2020. 

“GDOE had a goal of reaching an 80% graduation rate by 2020. It is 2017 and we have already 

met and exceeded that goal,” GDOE Superintendent Jon Fernandez said. “We hope to continue 

to increase the rate at which our students are graduating from high school, and are excited that 

more students are obtaining their diplomas and going on to tackle college and career 

opportunities.” 

In addition, the dropout rate at GDOE has seen a downward trend over the past four years.  

In SY16-17 the dropout rate fell to 2.4%, a drop from the previous year’s rate of 2.8%.  

Programs and interventions GDOE has implemented geared toward student retention and credit 

recovery include the John Hopkins Ninth Grade Academy at Southern and George Washington 

High Schools, the Freshman Academy at John F. Kennedy High School and the credit recovery 

program at JP Torres Success Academy. 

The John Hopkins Ninth Grade and Freshman Academy programs provide early intervention and 

supports to students in an effort to prevent them from falling behind in freshman year.  

“Ninth grade is a critical year when many students struggle to keep up,” GDOE Deputy 

Superintendent of Curriculum & Instructional Improvement Joe Sanchez said. “Freshman 

Academy programs ensure students have the support they need to start off on the right foot and 

progress with the number of credits needed to graduate.” 

Meanwhile, JP Torres Success Academy provides students who are behind in credits and at risk 

of not graduating with supports needed to reach the milestone of high school graduation. JP 

Torres Success Academy held its first graduation ceremony in SY 16-17, helping 52 students 

obtain their diploma. 



Additionally, GDOE’s Student Support Services Division has implemented protocols aimed at 

providing adequate interventions at the school level, with the goal of keeping students enrolled in 

school. The division tracks student data on a regular basis to ensure supports and interventions 

are provided to students before withdrawal occurs. 

“Offering those extra supports can sometimes be all that stands in the way of keeping a child in 

school,” GDOE Deputy Superintendent Erika Cruz said. “We hope to provide all the supports we 

can to keep our children in school and on the road to graduation.” 

Full details regarding the GDOE graduation and dropout rate as well as numbers specific to each 

high school can be found in the Annual State of Public Education Report on the GDOE website. 
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