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November 30, 2017 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

ACT ASPIRE TEST RESULTS RELEASED FOR SY 2016-2017 

 

Tiyan, GU - The Guam Department of Education released ACT Aspire test results for School 

Year 2016-2017 in its Annual State of Public Education Report. 

 

The ACT Aspire is the department's flagship standardized testing model and was first 

implemented for SY14-15. The ACT Aspire is funded through United States Department of 

Education Title V-A Consolidated Grant. 

 

The test determines student proficiency levels in categories including Math, English and Reading 

and can also be used to track progress towards the Common Core State Standards and college 

readiness.  

 

Student proficiency levels are determined in relation to ACT readiness benchmarks, and are 

categorized as “Exceeding”, “Ready”, “Close” and “In need of support”. 

 

The results show GDOE students are performing well overall in English, with third graders and 

middle schools meeting benchmark in the English category. Seventh grade and eighth grade 

students also exceeded the ACT Aspire English readiness benchmarks.  

 

However, although there has been some growth over the past three years, GDOE continues to 

face challenges in the areas of Reading and Math. All grade levels performed between 5 to 9 

points below benchmark in Reading, while students between grades 7 to 10 showed the greatest 

need for supports in Math, performing anywhere from 9 to 15 points below benchmark. Math 

proficiency at the secondary level is a challenge not only in Guam, but throughout the entire 

country, and is an area of focus for the department moving forward. 

 

While GDOE continues to work to close the achievement gaps in these areas, a new cohort 

analysis shows students are making significant progress across grade levels and across subject 

areas tested.  

 

The cohort analysis uses ACT Aspire results to track students as they transition from one grade 

level to the next. So far, the cohort analysis has been applied to two cohorts including test takers 

from SY 14-15 and SY 15-16.  This analysis looks at progress over time in terms of academic 

growth; GDOE’s efforts are focused on “closing the gap” between past performance and 

benchmark goals from grade to grade.   



 

ACT Aspire test results indicate that certain schools are outperforming their peers in terms of 

student achievement and academic growth.  

 

Some of these high-performing schools include Adacao Elementary School, Agana Heights, 

Ordot Chalan Pago Elementary School and BP Carbullido Elementary School.  

 

The department plans to take a closer look at what these schools are doing to see how these 

successes can be replicated throughout the district. 

 

“I am proud of our students who are making significant improvements, as illustrated in the 

cohort analysis,” GDOE Superintendent Jon Fernandez said. “When it comes to benchmarks, I 

am especially proud of all the middle schools that reached and even exceeded the ACT Aspire 

benchmarks in English.”  

 

Guam Education Board Chairwoman Maria Gutierrez added, “Congratulations to our third 

graders last year who reached benchmark in English.  It’s important that they reach benchmark 

early in order to continue that success on into middle and high school.” 

 

This is in spite of the fact that over 50% of students are considered English as a second language 

learners, with 27% of students now coming from the Freely Associated States and 21% of 

students identifying as Filipino. 

 

“While the results say we are making progress, there is still a lot of work to be done – which we 

know from past performance – in the areas of Math and Reading,” Fernandez said. “Many grade 

levels continue to test at the “Close” and “In need” levels in these categories. I am grateful to our 

teachers, who in spite of limited resources, helped many students reach benchmark. These 

teachers continue to push upward those that are at “Close and “In need” levels.” 

 

“Though we are not yet at benchmark in certain categories, we are anything but stagnant,” 

GDOE Administrator of Research, Planning & Evaluation Dr. Zenaida Natividad said. “The 

cohort analysis shows exciting and statistically significant progress throughout our 41 schools. 

This is the type of analysis GDOE should be looking to in terms of monitoring growth,” she said. 

 

“The ACT Aspire results speak volumes about the dedication of our teachers and capability of 

our students, especially in schools and grade levels that continue to outperform the district,” 

Fernandez said. “We hope to use these results as a roadmap showcasing not only where we are, 

but where we hope to be in years to come.”  

 

The full listing of ACT Aspire test results were published in the Annual State of Public 

Education Report (ASPER) in October, and can be found on the GDOE website at 

www.gdoe.net/gdoe/reports.  
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