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“FILM FOLLOWS MICRONESIAN CITIZENS SERVING IN THE U.S. MILITARY” 
ISLAND SOLDIER looks at personal drama of an extended family, features impactful 

cinematography of locales such as Afghanistan, Hawai’i, and Micronesia.

TAMUNING, GUAM - The public is now being invited to a special preview screening of the 
documentary film Island Soldier at the Hilton Guam Resort,  202 Hilton Road in Tamuning, on 
Wednesday, October 26th at 6pm. There will be free refreshments before the film and a panel 
discussion with the director Nathan Fitch, Professor Michael Lujan Bevacqua, PhD, Father 
Francis X. Hezel, SJ and another special guest. Humanities Guåhan and Iraq Afghanistan and 
Persian Gulf Veterans of the Pacific will host the event. 

Island Soldier presents a unique entry point to understanding the impacts of American led wars, 
far from the battlefields on which they are waged. After more than a decade of fighting in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, 2.5 million members of the US armed service have been deployed.  In the film, 
we follow Micronesians on a journey from one of the most remote islands in the world to the 
front lines of war in Afghanistan. These non-US citizens mostly serve in the infantry and have 
had extremely high casualty rates, dying at a rate five times higher than any US state, per 
capita, in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  As millions of service members transition out of the 
military, the need to understand their experience at home is of vital importance. While Island 
Soldier explores themes of war, exploitation, and loss, the film is ultimately humanizing and 
redeeming for its characters. The soldiers’ belief in the fight for American freedom shines 
through in their dedication to military service and reflections on the impact back home in 
Micronesia.

Island Soldier is a film predicated upon the long standing relationship between director Nathan 
Fitch and the community on the Micronesian island of Kosrae. From 2004 to 2006, Fitch lived in 
the community as a Peace Corps volunteer: learning to speak the language, living with a local 
family, and taking part in community events.

Please contact the director, Nathan Fitch, for an interview request or high resolution photos at 
fitch.nathan@gmail.com or 303-519-5718. For more information about the event itself, contact 
the event coordinator Rodney A. Cruz Jr. at rodneycruzjr@hotmail.com or 671-686-1151. This 
project is supported by Humanities Guåhan and the National Endowment of the Humanities, 
along with Pacific Islanders in Communications.
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