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SUPERINTENDENT ANNOUNCES SCHOOL LEADERS 

FOR COMING SCHOOL YEAR: 
Half of public schools will see a new principal 

 

Guam Department of Education ("GDOE") Superintendent Jon Fernandez released his 

assignments of school administrators for School Year 2013-2014.  Over 20 of GDOE's 40 public 

schools can expect to have a new principal when school opens in August.  

  

"I am confident in the school leaders that will be in place at each of our schools this coming 

school year," said Fernandez. "Instead of pulling names out of a hat to make assignments, I took 

time to reflect on my visits to schools and my conversations with administrators, teachers, 

parents and students before making any decision about the teams to help each school move 

forward.  I want to make sure that every school is positioned to succeed next year." 

  

Among the factors used to determine assignments were administrator experience, the number of 

years an administrator has spent at a particular site, administrator strengths and weaknesses, 

teacher and parent feedback, school improvement progress and school challenges. Earlier this 

year, administrators were informed that re-assignments were a possibility, especially for those 

administrators with five or more years at their school.  

  

"Change is hard," said Fernandez. "But change can be good if it helps us to refocus our energies, 

use our experiences to solve new problems, and remind us that we are responsible, as GDOE 

school leaders, to help all of our public school students on Guam and not just the ones at our 

current school. I know my administrators are up to the challenge." 

  

Before releasing assignments, Fernandez opted to meet one-on-one with principals and assistant 

principals to explain the process, discuss GDOE priorities, give them their assignments and 

answer questions.  The assignments come much earlier than usual, allowing those administrators 

who are transferring to have six weeks to close out their work at their current schools and an 

additional six weeks to transition in their new school. 

  

"Re-assignments usually take place in the week or two before the school year starts," said 

Fernandez. "We thought that was a bad idea, and we opted to give administrators enough time to 

work together on a smooth transition that will help all schools be ready to go next year. My 

office will be monitoring to make sure all goes well." 

  

 

 



Principal changes include: 

  

High School 

 Dr. Barbara Adamos, affirmed as principal of John F. Kennedy High School in 

Tamuning after serving in an acting capacity since October 2013 after the retirement of 

veteran principal, Mr. Kenneth Chargualaf. 

 Begona Flores, longtime principal of George Washington High School in Mangilao, will 

fill the vacant principal position at Okkodo High School in Dededo. The principal 

position has been vacant since the retirement last October of Mr. Ken Denusta. 

 Rosalin Meeks, affirmed as principal of Southern High School in Santa Rita after serving 

in an acting capacity since October 2013.  Ms. Meeks currently has responsibility for 

both Southern High School and J.P. Torres Alternative School, also in Santa Rita. 

 Jim Reyes, currently principal of Untalan Middle School at Tiyan, will serve as acting 

principal of George Washington High School.  Mr. Reyes has experience with the 

STEM initiative at Untalan and will help develop plans to improve STEM at GWHS. 

 Stacey Sahagon, assistant principal at Jose Rios Middle School in Piti, will serve as 

acting principal of J.P. Torres Alternative School in Santa Rita. 

Middle School 

 Hannah Gutierrez, assistant principal at John F. Kennedy High School, will serve as 

acting principal for Untalan Middle School. Untalan continues to implement the STEM 

program and will also be preparing for a move into a newly renovated campus before 

the beginning of School Year 2014-2015. Untalan's new gym is expected to open by 

early summer. 

 Yolinda Hernandez-Avilla, principal for nine years at Oceanview Middle School in 

Agat, and Duane Mantanona, principal for seven years at Inarajan Middle School, will 

switch places. Both schools will be implementing the Johns Hopkins talent program 

that feeds into the curriculum at Southern High School.  Oceanview recently celebrated 

the opening of its new gym. 

Elementary School 

 Carolyn Camacho, principal of D.L. Perez Elementary School in Yigo, to Tamuning 

Elementary School and LBJ Elementary School 

 Darlene Castro, principal of Juan M. Guerrero Elementary School in Dededo, to Merizo 

Elementary School 

 Evangeline Iglesias, principal of Finegayan Elementary School in Dededo, to Wettengel 

Elementary School 

 Melissa Limo, principal of Wettengel Elementary School in Dededo, to Juan M. 

Guerrero Elementary School 

 Evelyn Mantanona, principal of Inarajan Elementary School, to Talofofo Elementary 

School 

 Julie Mendiola, principal of Astumbo Elementary School, to D.L. Perez Elementary 

School in Yigo 

 Michael Meno, principal of Harry S. Truman Elementary School in Santa Rita, to M.U. 

Lujan Elementary School 



 Daisy Ramirez, principal of M.U. Lujan Elementary School in Yona, to Inarajan 

Elementary School 

 Katherine Reyes, principal of Tamuning Elementary School and LBJ Elementary 

School, to Finegayan Elementary School in Dededo 

 Derrick Santos, principal of Merizo Elementary School, to Astumbo Elementary School 

in Dededo 

 Christine Terlaje, principal of Talofofo Elementary School, to Harry S Truman 

Elementary School  

 Two principal positions at Adacao Elementary School and Machananao Elementary 

School will be filled 

"I have confidence in the assigned leadership at all of our schools," Fernandez said. "And I can 

finally vouch, for every school across this island, that we have people in place to 

help move our schools forward next year.  Now, it's time to make sure we are focused on 

progress next year for all of our students."  

  

The new assignments will take effect July 1, 2013, giving administrators adequate time to 

transfer out and then transfer in to the new school.  Erika Cruz, Deputy Superintendent of 

Educational Support and Community Learning, will manage the overall transition and has 

developed a transition checklist that will serve as a guide. 

  

"This is the first time we have made assignments this far in advance of the school year and met 

with each principal and assistant principal to discuss their roles," said Cruz.  "It's a process that 

our administrators appreciate and an opportunity for the Superintendent to discuss his priorities 

for each school.  We look forward to a smooth transition." 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

 


