
  

 

 

 

 

 
   July 19, 2012 

 

Capt. Rebecca Heyse, PACAF/ PA 

 25 E Street, Suite G-108 

 Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,  

Honolulu, HI   96853 

 

 ATTN:  PACAF Divert Marianas EIS 

 

Dear Captain Heyse: 

 

Thank you very much for this opportunity to comment up the “Dr aft 

Environmental Impact Study (DEIS) for Divert Activities and  Exercises in 

Guam and Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI).”   

 

The mission is to improve an existing airport and  associated  infrastructures in 

the Mariana Islands to achieve d ivert capabilities in the western Pacific.  A 

d ivert capability for Andersen Air Force Base is needed in the event access to 

Andersen AFB or other western Pacific airfields is limited  or denied . I 

applaud the drafters of this DEIS for it being very thorough  and 

comprehensive.     

 

I concur with the proposed  actions of either Saipan International Airport in 

Saipan or Tinian International Airport in Tinian.  A. B. Won Pat International 

Airport in Guam is not considered  a feasible alternative location since it is too 

close to Andersen AFB.  If a typhoon impacts on Andersen AFB, it will also 

impact on the A.B. Won Pat International Airport, only about twelve miles 

south of Andersen AFB. 

 

Under the proposed  actions, “The USAF proposes to construct facilities and  

infrastructure …to support a combination of cargo, fighter, and  tanker 

aircraft and  associated  support personnel for d ivert landings, periodic 

exercises, and  humanitarian assistance and  d isaster relief.” (DEIS p. ES-5). 

 

I support any program by our military to enhance its presence in the Mariana 

Islands. The people in Guam and the CNMI are very supportive of ou r 

military and  very patriotic. In addition, any economic investment in the 

islands is critically needed at this time. The economy of the CNMI is very 

weak and  any boost will be of major positive economic impact for this 

community of American citizens. 
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The people of the CNMI actually voted  in a plebiscite to become American citizens.  They 

had  to choose to remain non-American citizens, but they voted  on June 17, 1975, (78.8 

percent voting “yes”) to become Americans.  This was the first acquisition of American soil 

since the 1917 purchase of the Virgin Islands. 

 

At that time, the United  States Government stated  that it intended to invest economically 

by developing a harbor area in Saipan and  an Air Base in Tinian. The United  States, in the 

political agreement, called  (The Commonwealth Covenant) leased  the northern two-thirds 

of Tinian for ninety-nine (99) years for about $21 Million Dollars.  This was supposed  to be 

a fall-back for Clark AFB in the Philippines. 

 

In 1990, when Mount Pinatubo near Clark AFB blew, the Air Force shut down Clark, but 

d id  not move those assets to Tinian, but scattered  them around the Western States, Hawaii, 

and  Guam.  This was the time when the Soviet Union was collapsing and  the end  of the 

Cold  War was in sight. 

 

Therefore, the anticipated  development of an Air Force base in Tinian with its accompanied  

harbor facility in Saipan never came about. The United  States can rightfully be seen as 

falling short on its commitments made in the run up to th e critical plebiscite in 1975. We 

welcomed the population into our American political family, but have not reciprocated  

with the economic development envisioned  at the time. 

 

For these reasons, I cheer the USAF desires to invest in the CNMI.  I have been in touch 

with the CNMI Governor’s and  Tinian Mayor’s staffs on this DEIS and have received  word  

from them that any USAF investment will be welcomed, whether it is in Saipan or Tinian. 

 

If all of the technical studies indicate that both Saipan and  Tinian are feasible locations, I 

would  then choose Tinian.  Additional land  would  not need  to be acquired , and  the people 

there have been waiting patiently for the promised  military development of their island .  I 

support the CNMI Governor and  the Tinian Mayor and  I understand  that my 

recommendation above is their position.  They welcome any military investment and  

presence, anywhere in the CNMI, while favoring Tinian if that location is feasible.  If it is 

not feasible, then they would  support Saipan as the choice. 

 

Senseramente, 

 
Judith P. Guthertz, D.P.A. 

 

cc: Honorable Benigno R. Fitial, Governor, CNMI 

       Honorable Ramon M. Dela Cruz, Mayor, Tinian & Aguiguan 

 Mr. Roger M. Natsuhara, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy 


