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July 1"9, 20L1

Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States of America

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama:

Hafa Adoi (Greetings)! I am seeking your support for Guam war claims in this year's budget, given the
congressional reluctance and prevention of Guam's World War ll survivors from filing claims.

The properness of this request is twofold. First, since 1951, the United States has disallowed Guam's citizens from
filing claims for the sufferings endured during WWll. ln a recent House hearing on the Guam WWll Loyalty

Recognition Act, it was inquired as to why Japan was not responsible for the reparations. Quoting the former
Chairman of the Guam War Claims Review Commission, Mr. Mauricio J. Tamargo, "The Japanese cannot be held

responsible for any further payment of reparations for World War ll wrongs committed against Americans,

including the World War Il claims of the American residents of Guam, because of the terms of the 1951 Treaty of
Peace which released the Japanese from such responsibility."

Secondly, the United States seized billions of dollars worth of assets, funds, and other holdings from Japan and

Germany after WWll that were earmarked in part to pay for issues like war claims. Once again quoting Mr.

Tamargo, "At the same time, notwithstanding that the actual funding to pay the Guam claims will come from
taxpayers' funds, it could be argued that the funds are, in some sense, traceable to the funds derived from the
postwar liquidation of the Japanese and German assets frozen at the beginning of World War ll. Those Japanese

and German funds were lumped together and distributed by the Department of the Treasury, pursuant to the

various War Claims Commission and Foreign Settlement Commission claims programs. No distinction was drawn

between Japanese and German responsibility for any particular claim or set of claims. lnsofar as the Foreign Claims

Settlement Commission is aware, it has not been possible to determine whether all of the proceeds from the
liquidation of the Japanese and German assets have in fact been expended. Therefore, in this case it could be said

that these Guam claims would be paid with Japanese funds."

Given the federal impediment preventing the survivors from Guam from filing war claims, and the previous seizure

of the former lmperialJapan's assets to pay for it, I humbly ask, Mr. President, for your insistence and support to
include the funding for Guam's war claims in the upcoming budget. Bring closure for the greatest generation of
America's past, Guam's war survivors. Although they cannot vote for you and don't have a voting representation in

Congress, they are nevertheless patriotic citizens relying on the greatness and goodness that is America !

God bless you and our nation.

FRANK F. BLAS, JR.

cc: Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives
Governor of Guam
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