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July 5, 201L

Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo, M.C.

Guam District Office
120 Father Duenas Avenue
Capitol Plaza, Suite 107

Hagatna, Guam 96910

Dear Madame Delegate:

Hofa AdoilAs you are aware, I recently wrote to the Assistant Secretary for lnsular Affairs requesting for
copies of reports on the impacts of the Compacts of Free Association that should have been submitted
annually by the Administration to Congress. This has been at least my third request to the Department
of the lnterior over the last five years for these reports and I have yet to receive a single copy.

I pray that you are aware of the reports as mandated by P.L. 108-188, Title l, Section 104(e)(8), which
states (emphasis addedl:

"Not later than one year after the date of enactment of this joint resolution, and at one year

intervals thereafter, the Governors of Guam, the State of Hawaii, the Commonwealth of the

Northern Mariana lslands, and American Samoa mav provide to the Secretary of the lnterior by

February 1- of each year their comments with respect to the impacts of the Compacts on their
respective jurisd iction.

The Secretary of the lnterior, upon receipt of any such comments, sholl report to the Congress

net later than May 1 of each year to include the following:

(A) The Governor's comments on the impacts of the Compacts as well as the
Administration's analysis of such impact.
The Administration's views on any recommendations for corrective action to eliminate
those conseguences as proposed by such Governors.
With regard to immigration, statistics concerning the number of persons availing

themselves of the rights described in section ML(a) of the Compact during the year

covered by each report."

As Guam's Delegate to Congress, I am sure that you too would appreciate these reports as the

information can be used to assist in your efforts to reduce or eliminate the adverse consequences

caused by the impact of the Compacts. What will be appreciated now will be an effort on your part to
ensure that the annual report is being prepared by the lnterior Secretary and that the report is being

submitted to Congress as mandated by law.

It has been recently announced that our island's unemployment rate is at about L3%, certainly near the

highest in the nation. And as we continue to struggle to keep our fragile island economy afloat, our
government itself continues to struggle to provide the services needed by the community.
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lncluded in the services our government continually provides are those education, health, and human
service programs promised by the federal government through the Compact agreements. And true to
the consequences that Congress foresaw when they developed the Compacts, the cost of providing
these services has caused a financial strain that is adversely impacting our island's economy.

I hope you can recognize that there is a correlation between our island's unemployment rate and the
federal government's continuous failure to adequately reimburse the government of Guam for its
Compact impact costs. As a result of this inadequacy, the government of Guam has had to redirect
funding intended for or not sufficiently fund programs that could have otherwise been used to
encourage the development of new businesses or help to enhance existing businesses. Furthermore,
money that should have gone to tax returns has had to go towards funding government operations
shortchanged by the inadequate reimbursements.

While I recognize that you and several other members of Congress recently wrote to the Secretaries of
State and lnterior suggesting a means to mitigate future costs, please remember that there are amounts
still outstanding with viable approaches to eliminate the debt.

I earnestly request and look forward to your assistance in ensuring that the federal Administration
adheres to the reporting mandate as prescribed in P.L. 108-188 and that copies of the report be

forwarded to me as I had requested.

Sincerely,

Governor of Guam

Speaker and all Senators, 31o Guam Legislature
Mayors' Council of Guam
President, Guam Chamber of Commerce
All Media
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