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Civil Case No. 02-00022 
United States of America v Government of Guam 

 

Solid Waste Management Division 
 

The principal work of the Receivership is the closure of the Ordot Dump.  With the Layon Landfill’s 
construction nearing completion and the Landfill’s opening late this summer, we are beginning the 
planning for the final closure of the Ordot Dump.  Identification of all sources of leachate and other 
groundwater contamination is an important step in this work. 
 
During the period in which the Receivership has been responsible for the operation of the Ordot Dump, 
we have noticed several dump sites in the vicinity of the Ordot Dump, most of which are relatively small.  
Recently, however, a very large dump site has come to our attention.  This dump site is less than three 
miles from the Ordot Dump. 
 
This large dump site is located near the Lujan Auto Junk Yard, close to the JQ San Miguel Elementary 
School.  It appears to have been operating for several years.  We have observed trucks delivering varying 
types and amounts of waste at this location. In addition to being a disposal site for junk vehicles, it also 
appears to receive white goods and construction debris, and we observed household trash being 
disposed in a deep ravine on the site.  This household waste, along with other waste, appears to have 
been occasionally covered with dirt.   
 
The following photographs show some of the waste at the site: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waste on the site that 

is primarily composed 

of tires, white goods, 

and metallic waste. 

 

Construction waste, 

furniture and other 

unidentified waste 

observed on the site. 
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The Ordot Dump will close August 31, 2011.  It will accept no additional waste after that date.  Nothing 
described in this report will extend the date on which the Ordot Dump will stop accepting waste.  
However, even after the Ordot Dump no longer accepts new waste, much work remains to be done to 
mitigate and properly manage the pollution that will be produced for many years into the future.  This 
work is a clear and fundamental requirement of the Consent Decree. 
 
All dump sites produce leachate, one of the principal causes of pollution from the Ordot Dump and one 
of the primary reasons for the Consent Decree.  While the Consent Decree is directed at the Ordot 
Dump, other unlined dumps in the vicinity also generate leachate and are a potential problem for 
accurately understanding and mitigating the pollution coming from the Ordot Dump itself. This situation 
potentially complicates the process for final closure of the Ordot Dump.  
 
Accordingly, we ask that the Court order the Guam Environmental Protection Agency (GEPA) to 
investigate the dump site described above and all other dump sites within the lesser of a three-mile 
radius of the Ordot Dump or the shoreline, to determine: 
 

1. The compliance of these dump sites with applicable Guam and federal laws and regulations; 
2. The size and approximate leachate potential for each such dump site; 
3. The party responsible for the site; 
4. The potential of the dump site to complicate the closure of the Ordot Dump; and  
5. The steps recommended or taken by GEPA to eliminate these dump sites as a source of 

contamination of the environment in the vicinity of the Ordot Dump. 
 
We also ask that to the extent this requires additional resources within GEPA, these additional resources 
not be taken from GEPA’s current staffing of the Ordot Dump closure since we believe any further 
reassignments of GEPA’s management and technical staff currently assigned to the Consent Decree 
would have a detrimental effect on the timeliness with which the Ordot Dump closure will occur. 
 

We thank the Court for its consideration of our request. 

This is the entrance to 

ravine where large 

amounts of household 

trash and other waste are 

dumped. 
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