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February 21, 2011 

 

Honorable Edward J. B. Calvo 

I Maga’lahen Guahan 

RJB Governor’s Complex 

Adelup 

 

Dear Governor Calvo, 

 

Buenas yan Hafa Adai! 

 

Your recent takeover of the Guam Memorial Hospital Authority (GMHA) has many in the community 

confused, and/or concerned, as to the need for such actions.  By invoking your Organic Act Authority 

you have essentially taken over the management and day-to-day operations of GMHA.  However, you 

subsequently appointed individuals to sit as members of the Board of Trustees to assumedly set the 

direction and policy of management, notwithstanding Public Law 30-190. 

 

As you know, Public Law 30-190, which you and then Senator Ray Tenorio, as well as the thirteen 

other members of the 30
th

 Guam Legislature passed, provides for mandating the autonomy of the 

Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.  Further, P.L. 30-190 states, in part:  “When there is a change of 

administration of the government of Guam after a gubernatorial election, no courtesy resignation 

shall be requested by the new administration nor offered by any member of the Board”. The law 

further states, in part: . . . the term of employment for the position of Administrator shall not end six (6) 

months prior to nor six (6) months after an election for Senators, and Governor and Lt. Governor”. 

 

In the event of vacancies on the Board of Trustees, §80105.5 of P.L. 30-190 provides for and 

establishes a Trustees Nominating Council with the sole duty and responsibility to identify, evaluate, 

and nominate all qualified candidates for membership on the Board of Trustees of the GMHA, for 

your consideration.  Though I acknowledge that you are the ultimate authority to nominate, the good 

intent of the public law is quite clear in that a process was prescribed by law, and should be followed, 

so as to insure the highest quality of candidates.  Again, Sir, a law you affirmatively voted for in the 

30
th

 Guam Legislature. 

 

Although I respect and understand your prerogative to invoke your Organic Act Authority, which 

‘trumps’ local Guam law, the special message you provided to the public announcing the changes at 

GMHA is a bit confusing.  You stated that the individuals you selected as members of the Board of 

Trustees are “pending legislative confirmation”.  If you are in fact acting upon your full Organic Act 

Authority, only you as governor need act as the Board of Trustees, and may designate anyone you so 

please to serve on your Board, and solely at your pleasure.  However, it seems, and please correct me 

if I am wrong, that you intend to place a legislatively confirmed Board in place at GMHA.  If this is 

the case, I urge you to recall your termination of the former duly confirmed members of the Board, so  
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that a Trustees Nominating Council can be empanelled, and the spirit and provisions of P.L. 30-190 may be 

followed. 

 

As you are aware, I do not agree that a new Board or management team will miraculously (and instantly) 

solve the longstanding challenges facing our only civilian hospital.  However, this is a decision that you as 

governor have made, and we as legislatively policymakers must work with.  The pronouncement of your 

interim GMHA administrator, that in 30-60 days a financial turnaround will occur, is indeed welcomed news - 

but somewhat perplexing, when you consider the historic length of time prior administrations’ and 

legislatures’ have been working towards a solution.  And progress has been made by way of Joint 

Commission accreditation.  However, as you know, a significant portion of the financial shortfalls at GMHA 

are directly due to long-outstanding receivables from government of Guam agencies. 

 

I strongly urge and encourage you to engage the Guam Legislature in a cooperative joint-branch of 

government effort, and share your strategy on the 30-60 day turnaround solution as soon as possible.  I cannot 

overstress my willingness and commitment to work collaboratively in dealing with our hospitals challenges.  

My office was actively working with the former Board and management, and notwithstanding the sudden 

changes, I am confident that the 31
st
 Guam Legislature remains ready to assist, through proactive policy 

legislation, in the resolution of challenges problematic to the development of a Guam Memorial Hospital 

Authority the people of Guam desperately require, and deserve. 

 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact my office. 

 

Dangko-lu na si Yu’os ma’ase. 

 

Senseramente, 

 

 

 

DENNIS G. RODRIGUEZ, JR. 
 

 
 
 

 CC:  All Senators 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


