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Hafa Adai Senator Aguon, 

 

 I would like to thank you for your leadership and commitment to ensuring the proper 

functioning of the Guam Board of Allied Health Examiners (“GBAHE”).  As you are aware, 

since April 2010 I have been examining the actions of the GBAHE in response to constituent 

complaints that I have personally received and board actions that I have personally questioned.  

I extend my full support of your convening the oversight hearing scheduled for November 16th.   

 

 Although I am currently in Taiwan with other members of our 30th Guam Legislature 

meeting with Taiwanese government officials, I am deeply disappointed that I am unable to 

attend this oversight hearing.  I respectfully request that you raise the following concerns on my 

behalf:  

 

1.  GBAHE Resolution 2010-01.  This resolution was introduced and passed without any 

public notice and implemented as a response to one of my staff members attending the 

May 07, 2010 GBAHE regularly scheduled meeting and recording portions of the 

meeting on her smart phone.  I strongly feel that this resolution, which bans the use of 

audio and video recording devices, violates the spirit of the Open Government Law.  I 

am not aware of any other government board that has implemented such restrictions.  In 

September 2007 GBAHE minutes, GBAHE legal counsel advised the board that 

“…filming of Regular Board Sessions is ok.”  Please ask the board to justify this current 

action.  

2. It is my understanding that written requests have been submitted for board members to 

provide proof of education to justify licensure and have received no response.  Are 

board members willing to comply with this request?  In GBAHE Regular Minutes dated 

August 13 2010, a board conclusion/recommendation regarding Radiological 



Letter to Senator Frank B. Aguon Jr. 

Guam Board of Allied Health Oversight Hearing  

Page 2 

Technologist licensure states, “The Board members clarified that all applicants applying 

are required to provide proof of education by virtue of school transcripts.”  If the board 

is requiring this of applicants and board members also receive licensure via the GBAHE 

then I believe the same request for board members is reasonable. 

3. As per board minutes, most recently in the October 1, 2010 minutes (but has occurred in 

August 2007 with board members Sybil Crisostomo and Velma Harper) legal counsel 

met with Mamie Balajadia as Chair and Velma Harper as Vice Chair to discuss  charges 

against Dr. Joel Joseph.  Is it standard practice for board members to speak privately 

with board legal counsel regarding complaints against licensed members and then 

present decisions on how to proceed to the rest of the board?  These types of 

conversations negate board quorums.  5 GCA Chapter 8 subsection 8105 states, “No 

chance meeting, informal assemblage or electronic communication shall be used to 

decide or deliberate public business in circumvention of the spirit or requirements of 

this Chapter.” Additionally, this violates subsection 8111(c) Under no circumstances 

shall a public agency hold an executive or closed meeting to discuss legal matters, 

impending legal matters or legal strategies with an attorney, except as herein 

provided below.  All such discussions must be held in a public meeting and minutes 

shall be kept and opened to the public, except as herein provided...” None of the 

circumstances listed in the GARR illustrate a situation necessitating a meeting of two 

board members with legal counsel.  

4. Have board members been deliberating public business via email?  If so, do these emails 

then become government property and subject to FOIA?  As per 5 GCA Chapter 8 

subsection 8105, “No chance meeting, informal assemblage or electronic 

communication shall be used to decide or deliberate public business in 

circumvention of the spirit or requirements of this Chapter.”  

5. In going through GBAHE minutes from 2005 through 2010 there are frequent 

occurrences of items raised or listed as agenda items and the only comment is “Tabled” 

and then two months later, “Ongoing.”  When are items being discussed and why is the 

discussion not documented in the minutes? 

6. What is the policy in place to allow individuals from Guam to take the Examination for 

Professional Practice in Psychology (EPPP) for licensure as a clinical psychologist?  As it 

stands, the GBAHE serves as a deterrent for local professionals to return home after 

completing post graduate education and obtaining licensure.  The mechanism in place 

allows for off-island practitioners to come to Guam and have their mainland EPPP 

scores accepted but does not allow for individuals who utilize the ProTech or other 

similar scholarships or loan programs to return home after completing courses, take the 

EPPP here and become licensed as a clinical psychologist.  These individuals must leave 

island to take the professional exam and then decide to return home to practice.   

7. In March 09, 2007 minutes, Dr. Mary Katherine Fegurgur requested that the GBAHE  

formulate policies and procedures and create a Pass Rate for Guam for future EPPP test 

takers to allow residents to stay on island as opposed to registering and taking the test in 

the mainland.  Was this option ever explored as a viable way to accrue funds to support 

the GBAHE, the Association of State and Provincial Psychology Boards (ASPPB) 

membership and local administration of the EPPP? 
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8. Former GBAHE chair Sybil Crisostomo reportedly called Dr. Miles Moritz in New 

Hampshire, identified herself as Chairperson of the Board of Allied Health and 

proceeded to speak ill of Dr. Joseph in order to deter Dr. Moritz from working for Dr. 

Joseph in Guam.  The GBAHE instructed her to write a letter of apology and she has 

refused to do this.  Why has the board not intervened or acted on this?  Ms. Crisostomo 

still sits on the board and in defiance of instruction from the board. 

9. Did a member of the board give Matthew Posner confidential information that allowed 

him to write a letter to Dr. Moritz?  This act directly violated Dr. Moritz’s confidentiality 

by releasing information from his application for licensure.  Matthew Posner is not a 

member of the GBAHE. 

10. Has the GBAHE every investigated any complaints submitted against other 

veterinarians?  Has any member of the community ever filed a complaint with the board 

against a veterinarian other than Dr. Joel Joseph? I have constituents who have contacted 

me regarding written complaints submitted to the board.  Yet, these complaints are not 

addressed in minutes from 2005 through 2010 provided to my office via a FOIA request.  

Additionally, GBAHE minutes do not indicate one single hearing has ever been brought 

against any individual except Dr. Joel Joseph despite admissions of deceit, inquiries to 

States Attorneys General regarding criminal activity, and revocation of licensure of other 

individuals licensed in other fields by the GBAHE. 

 

Senator Aguon, I am sure that you echo my belief that justice, due process, and a 

functioning and an open government are rights afforded to every citizen in our great island 

community.  Our system of government is designed to bring services, regulate industry and 

promote the general welfare of our people.  The Guam Board of Allied Health has played and 

will continue to play a significant role in the service and protection of our island.  It is 

imperative that we ensure the proper functioning of not just this board but all of Guam’s 

regulatory boards.  I look forward to the answers your Chairmanship of the oversight hearing 

will provide.  Saina ma’åse’! 

 

 

Sinceru yan magåhet, 

 

 

 

Si Senadora Tina   


