
 

 

 

October 1, 2010 

 

Barrack H. Obama 

President of the Untied States of America 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

 

Dear Mr. President, 

 

Listening to you deliver your September 22, 2010 speech before the United Nations 

rekindled the awe I experienced when I heard you speak at the Democratic National  

Convention in Boston in 2004, and reaffirmed the reason I led the Guam Campaign for 

Barack Obama in 2007, and became the top vote getting delegate for Obama in 2008. 

Never before had I been so excited over a candidacy for President.  I was certain that an 

Obama Administration would be good for the nation and good for Guam.  Sadly, the 

faith and hope I had that your administration would take positive action on behalf of 

the people of Guam has not translated into meaningful activity.  

 

As I watched you deliver your address to the UN, you pulled at my heartstrings when 

you intoned…"As President, I have made it clear that the United States will do our part. 

 My national security strategy recognizes development not only as a moral imperative, 

but a strategic and economic imperative.”  While Guam is not one of the sovereign 

members of the UN, we are one of the colonies of the United States and we would like 

to be a beneficiary of the munificence that you espoused before the United Nations.   

 

Mr. President, I agree with your statement that handouts perpetuate dependence.  We 

on Guam are not looking for handouts as a means to prosperity.  The means for 

increased economic development on Guam would be readily available to us if your 

administration would withdraw its opposition to legislation that would allow citizens 

of Russia and China to travel to Guam under a Guam-only Visa Waiver Program. 

Surely, the people of Guam, loyal citizens of the United States, deserve the same 

promise of prosperity that you espouse for citizens of developing countries. 

 

The carrot of economic prosperity has been dangled in front of the people of Guam over 

the past several years in the form of a massive military buildup on our island.  We are 

promised increased government revenues and jobs for our people if only we would 



barter away the protection of our culture, heritage, and environment.  In return for 

temporary business activity, we are expected to suffer a further dilution of the political 

power of Guam’s indigenous people.  Is this the best we can look forward to as the 

United States carries out its “moral imperative” for economic justice?   

 

Doing what is right and just for the people of Guam is well within your power.  Mr. 

President, I urge you to direct the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the 

Department of Defense (DoD) withdraw their opposition to the Consolidated Natural 

Resources Act (CNRA) which would allow Russians and Chinese to travel to Guam on 

a Guam Visa Waiver Program.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Benjamin J.F. Cruz 

Committee of Tourism, Cultural Affairs, 

Youth and Public Broadcasting 

 


