
 
 

September 21, 2010 

 

The Honorable Jackalyne Pfannenstiel 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy 

Energy, Installations & Environment 

1000 Navy Pentagon, Washington DC 20350‐1000 

 

Dear Ms. Pfannenstiel: 

 

I have four comments based on today’s release of the Record of Decision (ROD). 

 

First, is the decision to seek acquisition of the 680 acres of the Former FAA Housing Area to use as housing 

for the Marines?  This decision flies in the face of several proposed alternatives from using open areas inside 

Andersen Air Force Base, including the golf course, to going vertical in the design of housing units, to using 

the area at NCTMS north of the McDonald’s restaurant.  There has been no justification made as to why 

these alternative proposals are not suitable. 

 

My second comment is on the location for visits by a nuclear aircraft carrier.  Today’s media release 

mentions two alternative sites.  I was under the understanding that there were more than two sites under 

study.  If Polaris Point, the preferred site, is one, then what is the other site?  Hopefully, it is the San Luis 

site, between the Sumay marina and cove and Gab Gab beach.  Minimal destruction of precious live coral 

would be necessary for the San Luis (AKA Lockwood) site. 

 

The third comment is on the Route 15 issue.  The proposed firing range complex and its associated surface 

danger zones (SDZ) are vaguely shown on an inadequate map.  It is not clear if the SDZ lines will overlap 

the Marbo cave and historic site.  It is also not clear if the SDZ will interfere with access to the Nelson house 

or any other house in the Sasayan Valley.  How does the military intend to provide continuous, unimpeded 

access to the Nelson house and to all of the other houses further down in the valley?  Where, exactly, does 

the proposed boundary line run?  Will the SDZ lines prevent development further down in the valley? 

 

The fourth matter is on the lack of any financial commitment by the Federal Government.  General Bice, on 

K 57’s talk-radio show this morning, stated that mitigation funds have yet to be identified for “outside the 

fence” projects required to support the buildup, but that he is “working on it.”  However, that has been the 

traditional response for the past three years.  Our community needs to see immediate progress on the funding 

issues otherwise the buildup will be uneven on the civilian side to accommodate the increased population and 

infrastructure requirements.  When will this identification of funds happen?  I am not comfortable with this 

lack of commitment by the Federal Government. 

 

Surely, I will have more to comment on once I have been able to review the ROD.  I remain optimistic and 

committed to see “ONE ISLAND, ONE PEOPLE, AND ONE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE 

OF GUAM.”  
 

 

Senseramente,  

 

 

Judith P. Guthertz, DPA 


