
 
 

September 17, 2010  

 
Major General David Bice, USMC (Ret.)  

Executive Director  

Joint Guam Program Office (JGPO)  

PSC 455 Box 152 

FPO AP 96540-1000 

  

Dear General Bice: 
  

I laud the efforts of the Department of Defense in planning for, as part of the military buildup, 

enhanced necessary medical services.  The new Naval Hospital, the new VA clinic, and the two 

planned medical clinics inclusive of dental services and pharmacies, for Big Navy and the Main 

Cantonment Area will go a long way to meeting the needs of our military, our eligible veterans; 

and their families in Guam.   

  

I trust that with a price tag of $98 million for each medical clinic, these centers will be outfitted 

with the very latest in medical technology and will ably meet the needs of our veterans and 

military folks and provide the requisite quality care and substantive medical capability that they 

truly deserve.  The addition of the pharmacy and dental services at these centers will also be 

welcomed as I understand that these services at the Naval Hospital are often near capacity.  Our 

eligible retirees, veterans and their families will be most grateful with these added venues for 

medical care, treatment and services.  

  

I also write regarding the “safety zone” over the Pagat site that you referenced during a luncheon 

presentation yesterday. It was reported that you stated that the safety zone arc overlapping the 

Pagat historic site was only needed because of the machine gun firing range requirements.  You 

then went on to argue that Northwest Field is not suitable for a machine gun range.  

  

As you know, I have already proposed that the Naval Munitions Area (NMA) be used for machine 

gun training.  The NMA is 8,000 acres.  It is my understanding that approximately 400 acres is all 

that is needed for a machine gun range.  There is already a sniper firing range located at the NMA.  

The ammunition bunkers and Fena Lake only use the northern half of the NMA.  Surely, you 

should be able to site a machine gun range somewhere inside the 4,000 acres in the southern half 

of the NMA. 

  

You informed my Chief of Staff at a prior JGPO hosted briefing that the NMA was suitable for the 

firing range requirements; however, back in 2007 during the Scoping process, island mayors stated 

that they did not want a lot of military vehicles on the roads.  This concern may be lessened once 

the mayors realize that it is competing with the acquisition of additional Guam land for a firing 

range.  Further, is every Marine, required to be trained on a machine gun?  If not, why not 

transport them to the NMA via helicopter? Alternatively, the military could consult with the people 

of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands regarding using the island of Tinian for the  
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machine gun training and to that end; I urge the military to further consult with the CNMI’s 

Governor Fitial, the Commonwealth Legislature and the officials and people of Tinian.   

 

General Bice, the bottom line is that there must be some place that is already owned or leased by 

the military that is suitable for a machine gun range.  The requirements of your small arms training 

could be accommodated by utilizing other properties within the extensive DoD inventory in Guam.  

 

In short—it remains my firm opinion and that of many others in Guam—that a successful military 

buildup must avoid any acquisition of additional land by the federal government. I implore the 

military to use its existing land for all the firing ranges to support the buildup and to not intrude on 

the Pagat area. By so doing, peace and harmony can exist between our communities and we can 

move forward together as one in ensuring the best interests of everyone who calls Guam home. 

  

 

Senseramente, 

  

  

Judith P. Guthertz, DPA 

 

 

 
C: All senators 


