
Håfa Adai and thank you for joining us. It is a pleasure to be here in Saipan, discussing the 

conservation of coral reef ecosystems that are so valuable to our islands, our region, and our 

nation. 

 

The Micronesia Challenge, highlighted at this meeting, is an initiative that recognizes how 

special our reefs truly are for not just one island, but for our region. When I signed the Challenge 

in 2006, discussions about the massive military buildup on Guam were in early stages, and the 

true scale of this development was not clearly understood. Since then, with the unprecedented 

challenges facing our island during the buildup work, the Micronesia Challenge has taken on 

new importance for Guahan. 

 

Our goals to effectively conserve 30 percent of near shore waters and 20 percent of terrestrial 

areas have become even more critical to protect our resources and our culture. But these goals 

are somewhat more challenging given the limited space on an island that is about to become 

quite a bit more crowded. 

 

Guahan is at a truly unique point in time. Our approach to this buildup will determine not just the 

next few years, but the next few decades for our people. The opportunities and benefits that may 

come with the buildup are not cost free – we will see the impacts in traffic, in the loss of some 

forest areas, and in our reefs. Our great challenge, then, is to make sure we minimize these 

impacts as much as possible, and that we take even greater care to conserve what resources we 

do have. 

 

In this light, the foundation work of the Micronesia Challenge in the region and on Guahan is 

especially important. Our natural resource partners have been focused on more complete 

approaches to conservation, working with land based pollution sources, fishermen, developers 

and the community to try to address the many issues facing our reefs today. The key to the 

Micronesia Challenge, and to conservation in general, is making sure these steps are effective. 

 

In a year or in a decade, if we realize our reefs are dead and our waters no longer provide the 

bountiful harvests we once enjoyed, then it does not matter what actions we have taken. We must 

be effective to safeguard the future of our children, who will rely on these same natural resources 

for their well-being. Throughout the region, MC partners have been working to improve 

conservation in their communities, and the vast diversity of our islands has led to approaches 

ranging from fishing regulation to locally managed protected areas to development protocols. 

The new protected areas, legislation and regulations, and other mechanisms to protect our 

terrestrial and marine resources have been developed within each jurisdiction. This approach has 

helped us make sure our actions are effective, because what works with one island may not work 

for another community. 

 

For Guahan, the focus on the Challenge goals has been fit into the wider perspective of the 

massive scale of the military buildup on our island. We are awaiting legislative approval for a 

new land use plan for Central and Northern Guahan to guide sustainable community growth. We 

are continuing years of work to inform and motivate the public to be more responsible stewards 

of our fragile environment, and we are starting to see results as more people and more businesses 

recycle, make environmentally friendly purchases, and try to do their part to make Guahan a 



greener place. We are working to educate people about the connections between land and sea, 

and provide opportunities for all members of our communities to help restore watersheds and 

protect land and coasts alike. 

 

Despite this progress, however, I stress that our ability to manage our resources and our 

infrastructure during the military buildup and beyond will affect our island and our families for 

generations to come. The efforts of local natural resource managers will be wasted, if the 

military build-up is not handled in a manner that respects the people of Guahan and the natural 

resources we rely on – for sustenance, for economic viability, for our culture, and for our way of 

life. 

 

The military build-up is the largest threat to coral reefs on this island.  I urge the US Coral Reef 

Task Force to assist Guahan with three requests. 

 

First, our local natural resource agencies need capacity. We not only need additional funding, but 

for competent, skilled people with local and institutional knowledge to implement management 

measures, enforce existing environmental regulations, and monitor changes over time. 

 

Second, our natural resource agencies spent a considerable amount of time and effort to read the 

Draft EIS and provide meaningful input and guidance. It is only considerate and appropriate to 

respond to those comments with the same respect. We were disappointed with DoD’s responses.  

I ask DoD to seriously consider the comments to the final EIS, and more importantly, to take 

action on the requests and adjust the plans as much as possible to preserve our island home for 

our children and their children. 

 

Third, I ask the Task Force to help us come up with the best possible mitigation strategies for our 

coral reefs during this time of immense change and growth on our island. The members have the 

ability to direct resources to this important and urgent task, and techniques and strategies 

developed for Guahan could have future uses in other locations facing major development as 

well. I look to the federal agencies represented at this USCRTF to help Guahan with our capacity 

issues, assisting us with developing mitigation strategies, and monitoring actions related to the 

build up so that they are in the best interest of the natural resources of Guahan.  

 

With regard to the Micronesia Challenge, I know that our federal partners already have invested 

in the vision of our region to protect our resources as we continue to grow and develop. I hope 

the Task Force will become even more engaged in our regional work, which supports so many 

important projects at so many levels throughout Micronesia. This support is particularly 

meaningful for issues such as global climate change and coral disease, which stretch across 

political and geographic boundaries to affect us all. I know the MC will continue to be an 

excellent way to address these types of concerns.  

 

I thank you again for all you have already done for our coral reefs, and urge you to remember our 

many concerns as we proceed from here. For Guahan and our Pacific brothers, our reefs are not 

only our heritage, but our future. On behalf of Lt. Governor Michael Cruz and the people of 

Guahan…Si Yu’us Ma’åse and God bless you. 


