
 
August 18, 2010 

 

 

Mr. Frank Ishizaki 

Chief of Police 

Guam Police Department 

BLDG 233 Central Ave. 

Tiyan Barrigada, GU 96913 

 

Re: Arrests related to Driving Under the Influence 

 

Dear Police Chief Ishizaki: 

 

I would like to thank you and your staff for the presentation yesterday regarding arrests made on 

charges of driving under the influence. 

 

You are well aware the “Ramon Santos Oberiano Act” became law a month ago, increasing our local 

minimum drinking age from 18 to 21, allowing Guam to join almost every other jurisdiction in the 

country in enacting what has already been two decades of prevailing public safety policy. Even the 

Navy had the wisdom of banning drinking on base for those aged below 21 two years before we did. 

 

The glaring increase in the number of DUI arrests by persons under the age of 21, compiled by your 

staff, only illustrates that both the Legislature and the Administration made a timely decision to 

change the law. I offer the following additional observations:  

 

• The number of DUIs involving people under the age of 21 has doubled since 2007. At the rate 

this has been increasing, the number of DUIs for persons under the age of 21 could be over 200 

in one or two years. 

 

• If the driving-age group of 17- to 20-year-olds represents less than five percent of the 

population based on their proportion of the last Guam census, they account for over 10 percent 

of DUIs; thus, having a disproportionately higher number of DUIs than the rest of the 

population.    

 

Contrary to what has been purported in radio talk shows, almost every aspect of the minimum 

drinking age law has been examined, cross-examined, and debated since 2005, through two 

referendums, numerous public forums, and a lengthy public hearing. The only difference today is the 

kind of information GPD has provided, which would have accelerated my introduction of legislation to 

change the law.  

 

I am convinced more than ever that raising the minimum drinking age was the single most important 

decision we made for the health and well-being of our people and particularly that of our younger 

people. I applaud all of my colleagues and the Administration for making that decision. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Benjamin J.F. Cruz 


