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August 23,2010 

Marjorie Deknedictis, M.D. 
The Esperansa Project 
P.O. Box 7279 
Agat, GU 96928 

Dear Dr. D e k n e d  ictis: 

Thank you for your letter soliciting my positions on abortion and other issues. Enclosed 
is my completed questionnaire. Aside from serving to transmit my responses to you, I 
write hoping that you will share with your 1,000 members my further thoughts on the 
issues of pregnancy and children. 

It is interesting that the message that your group wishes to convey is one of "Life and 
Hope". Your letter states that your group's focus is "...to raise awareness about 
abortion, its affects on the unborn, their mothers, and larger social, cultural, and 
demographic consequences.". Well, the consequence of pregnancy not terminated by 
abortion, which I oppose, is childbirth, yet none of the questions your group asks deals 
at all with the consequences involving children who have been granted life but are in 
need of homes, families, and nurturing. I suggest that this is a segment of our 
community that has been "hoping" for years and too often has been left wanting. Are 
these children not a part of the "larger social.. . consequences"? 

Fourteen of the eighteen questions on The Esperansa Project questionnaire deal with 
abortion. Not one of them touches on what happens to children who are in need 
families and homes. I submit to you that these innocents are the ones with most reason 
to have hope. At present, we have thirteen children living in shelters, five of whom are 
special needs children. Five of these children have been living in shelters for over a 
year. 

I sincerely hope that you will share this information with your membership, for surely 
out of 1,000 people who wish to share a message of life and hope, a few who have not 
yet done so will come forward and provide what these children need. 
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During my tenure as a judge of the Superior Court, I had the opportunity to speak with 
a group of about 300 local members of the Catholic Daughters of America, at which 
time I appealed to them to come forward and provide foster homes for our homeless 
children. Sadly, not one of them came forward. I hope that it will be different with the 
Esperansa group. I hope that a group that espouses family values will see and 
understand the plight ofthese children and step up to the plate. 

Very truly yours, 


