
 
August 24, 2010 
 
Jackalyne Pfannenstiel  
Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
(Energy, Installations, and Environment) 
Department of the Navy 
1000 Navy Pentagon 
Washington D.C. 20350-1000 
E-mail: darrell.molzan@navy.mil 
 
RE: The proposed Gettysburg casino 
 
Dear Ms. Pfannenstiel: 
 
I read with great interest the news reports about the most recent attempt to build a casino near 
the Gettysburg National Military Park in Adams County, Pennsylvania.  Does the promise of 
job opportunities and greater economic activity ring a bell?  How about the casino not 
interfering with nor detracting from sacred ground? 
 
The arguments for and against the proposed casino in Gettysburg are similar to those put forth 
regarding the massive military buildup in Guam and on the use of Pågat, Guam for a military 
firing range as an integral part of the buildup. The significance of Gettysburg is well known. 
The importance of Pågat is known to few outside of Guam. Pågat’s size, notoriety, and 
proximity to the U.S. mainland do not render it less sacred than Gettysburg.  Pågat is a burial 
site that predates Gettysburg by over a thousand years. 
 
Where the Pågat situation differs from Gettysburg is that in Guam, it is not a profit-seeking 
entrepreneur who is dangling the economic carrot in front of residents, it is our own federal 
government.  Our local government stands united in opposition. The desecration of an 
important and sacred historic site without regard to its significance to the ancestors of those 
buried there is distinctly at variance with the role of the government to protect and preserve 
such sites. 
 
Despite assurances by the military about the economic benefits of the buildup, it is clear 
that the community does not support the use of Pågat as a firing range.  This area of land 
is one of the oldest and best preserved archaeological sites on the island.  It is a direct 
connection to the past for the indigenous people of the island and it is every bit as sacred 
as Gettysburg. 
 
I agree with the Americans who opposed the casino four years ago and continue to 
oppose the desecration of one of our nation’s most significant historical sites. Placing a 
gaming casino at Gettysburg is an indignity for all of the people whose heritage is tied to 
it. It cheapens the very grounds honored for the courage and sacrifice that occurred at 
this sacred place. The American Legion veteran’s organization calls the plan a “national 
disgrace.”  I strongly concur with their assessment as much now as I did when the first 
proposal failed four years ago.   
 
 
 



 
Building a firing range in Pågat is akin to building a casino in Gettysburg—it is a 
desecration of the memory of what came before it.  I find this to be an unacceptable 
proposal and I implore you to listen to the wishes of the local community regarding the 
use of Pågat and to abandon plans for its use. 
 
DOD controls 30,000 acres of Guam in its extensive footprint. DOD must place its firing range 
for military operations within its land.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Benjamin J.F. Cruz 
 
  


